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Vision:

All SCC youth achieve good health, educational equity, and success in life 

as productive community members. 

Healthier Kids Foundation 

Mission:

Remove health barriers impacting the learning and life success of SCC 

youth.
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Kids in Common



2027 Children's Summit

• Save the Date: Friday, May 14th
o Sobrato Center for Nonprofits, San Jose

• Summit Committee of 4



Thurs, Sept 17, 2026, 2pm-3:30pm – "Every Child Successful in Learning"
 Location: Sobrato Center for Nonprofits, San Jose – Cupertino Room
 Data: Kindergarten Readiness, Third Grade English Language Arts, Eighth

   Grade Math, Chronic Absenteeism, School Suspension Rates

Tues, Nov 17, 2026, 10am-11:30am – "Every Child Safe & Stable"
Location: Sobrato Center for Nonprofits, San Jose – Cupertino Room
Theme: Real Cost Measure, Food Security, Housing Stability 

Thurs, Feb 25, 2027, 10am-11:30am– "Every Child Healthy"
Location: Sobrato Center for Nonprofits, San Jose – Cupertino Room
Theme: Prenatal Care, Pediatric Access, Dental Health, SEW

Thurs, June 10, 2027,10am-11:30am - "Every Child Thriving in Life"
Location: Sobrato Center for Nonprofits, San Jose – Cupertino Room
Data: Graduation Rates, Enrollment in post-secondary education, Career 
and College readiness, Stable Employment and Positive Net Worth

FY 2027 CAN Meetings



Improve outcomes for children, youth and families
through cross-sector partnership, a data-driven framework, and targeted & aligned action, 

and by promoting policies, investment and practice that put children and youth first.

Mission and Vision
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Disability & Foster Youth Education Outcomes



Key Take-Aways

• Half of SCC children are meeting 3rd and 8th grade academic standards at a consistent rate over the past five 

years, with the highest disparity shown for English Language Learners (25%), Black students (25%), Latinx 

students (21%), and youth with disabilities(12%).

• Chronic absenteeism has doubled since the pandemic, though has steadily declined since then each year; 

however, rates remain highest among Pacific Islander students (31%), students with disabilities (27%), Latinx 

students (25%), and low-income students (25%).

• Suspension rates have decreased overall, yet Black students and students with disabilities continue to 

experience severely disproportionately high suspension rates (nearly 100%)

• Foster youth experience significant educational disparities, particularly in math, highlighting the need for 

increased community investment and targeted supports to promote equitable outcomes.



Group Discussion

1. How do broader societal factors affect learning outcomes and which of 
these factors appear most significant in the county right now?

2. Despite minimal improvements in chronic absenteeism and suspension 
rates, why do significant disparities persist for certain minorities and 
what strategies and supports could help close these gaps?

3. What current programs, policies, and partnerships improve learning 
outcomes, especially for more vulnerable populations, and where do 
you see gaps?

4. What other or additional data indicators can help us understand how 
children and youth in Santa Clara County are successful in their 
learning?





Santa Clara County
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment

Fall 2025 Findings

Prepared by
Applied Survey Research

Nathan Thomas, MS, MSW, LCSW
Director, Research & Evaluation, FIRST 5 Santa Clara County

Lisa Colvig-Niclai, M.Ed
Senior Vice President of Planning and Evaluation, Applied Survey Research

Claire Miller, PhD
Project Manager, Applied Survey Research



Group Discussion

1. How do interconnected needs such as basic needs and quality health care access influence 

kindergarten readiness?

2. What factors are driving kindergarten readiness in Santa Clara County, and what do you see as the 

most significant contributors to the decline in readiness since 2018?

3. What current policies, programs, initiatives, and community resources are helping to improve 

kindergarten readiness, and where do you see gaps?

4. How can the County better align investments in early learning, health, family engagement, and 

school readiness to ensure more children enter kindergarten fully prepared to learn and succeed?

5. Which recommended action steps can the Children's Agenda Network best support to ensure 
children have access to multiple supports rather than a single intervention?



2027 Children's Summit

• Save the Date: Friday, May 14th
o Sobrato Center for Nonprofits, San Jose

• Summit Committee of 4




